CHAPTER XX FLYING DEVELOPMENTS IN SIGHT
IT will serve no useful purpose to indulge in mere speculations as to flight possibilities. Everyone is familiar with the agreeable prophet who adopts the attitude of mind which refuses to see a limit to progress in any direction, and believes that everything man has imagined will someday come to pass ; that because Jules Verne wrote a tale in which men are depicted making an enormous cannon and firing a bullet-house containing men to the moon and back, this will one day be accomplished. There is no room in this book for speculations far less adventurous than that; indeed, there is no room for mere speculations at all, and the present chapter will merely deal with developments of aerial navigation that, so far as the mechanical side goes, are clearly in view.
Many calculations have been made by mathematicians as to the ultimate possible development of the aeroplane in the matter of size. They, of course, merely indicate the possibilities and limitations in sight, taking into account existing factors, namely, the present state of development of the internal-combustion engine, and methods of construction at present extant.
We know enough, it is presumed, of aero-dynamics to be able to say that further progress may yet be possible in minor details, but that certain limitations can be foreseen. Solid practical progress is the result of the past few years' researches, and in the nature of things it seems that further progress will be slower in the future than it has been during the period when there was everything to learn.
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